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MEMU UAnmJM FOR: 
SUBJECT: 


Director of Central Intelligence 
ll~2 Reconnaissance of Indonesia 


I. II is understood that you have case laded that recon- 

asissance of Indonesia ia Immediately necessary. It is also understood 
plan to indicate to hie. Gllpafcrie your preference for SAC to 
accomplish this jab with their U-2 assets rather than by means of 
She IDEALIST capability, 

* ' here are two major consideration# you may wish to 

take into account before proceeding along the foregoing line, namely; 

. _ & * Th * ** f ® ck &i accomplishing this mission 
with IDEALIST assets in the context of other obligation* 
ia ‘ ubs end the Far .East* and 

&. The operational and political implications 
o* SAC undertaking this assignment. 


3. 


Ith regard to the first of these we have carefallv 

m* * - *- .. j> - a m. I r 


assessed wheth er deploying one of the U -2s 
the Philippines 


to 


would, jeopardise ©nr ability to carry out 

rar present and foreseeable obligation# in these area#. It is my css- 
viu#io» that there would fee a© jeopardy immediately to our ability to 
m^Ltfee requirement# in these area#. Two plea,, would remain in 
Jaa . the forecast for August by no mean* ©veresrt end* thee® 

If a 0-2 were deployed to the Philippines, it would he able 
£3 °P erat * »«**»•* f ^Tth Vietnam at the present authorised level, 
i. e. , ntninlm per month, even a# we did in December IHQ and 
January 1961. This, of course, would relieve 


assets. 


opy .j) ef 7 
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4f tW« Mart h Vietnam responsibility. It ie tree that the major support 
elements would have to be drawn irons Edward*, with !«)»)* support 
which would ant jeopard!** the operational capability 
in support of the two remaining aircraft. It would he feasible to pro- 

vHe operational and logistic* support from Edwards Iwlth 

limited augmentation from headquarter* for a limited time, on the 
order of four to eta week#. It ihould fee. recognised* however, that 
■were a new crittie to arise in some ether part of the world requiring 
IDEALIST capability, or if the Cuban coverage would have to be mark- 
edly im r eased, we would a# longer have adequate eaeet* to deal with 
all. requirements. 


25X1 


4, ihte « econo question deal* with operational and political 
factor* inherent to the performance of this mission by the military. It 
should fee noted here that the SAC tf-l capability would almost 

certainly, we know from previeu* experience in Indonesia and to a like 
climate to. ^ortfe Vietnam* produce contrails acreaa the lower ittihit 
profile, namely, fe7, 000 feet. In these latitudes near the equator, eon- 
4#»«nttoa trail* at extremely high altitude* are a year around phenomenon. 


b. Though a shoot- down is most unlikely, on the political side 
the c*attt»g*a< cy most be anticipated that wei# cataatrapAy would land a 
tj-l to. the hand* of the Indonesian# or that it would be positively identified 
as such from visual *i gHUag*. While repercussions in either of thee* 

•cases can be anticipated, it would fee adverse to our interests?, it seem* 
to roe, were the plane to be clearly labelled as SAC, and were the pitot 
to fee a member of toe United States military. The effect might fee aila- 
' v toted somewhat by a cover story which baa set a# yet been ceswriraesetL 
the cover alary, however good, would eland little chance against the 
Indonesian eatery. IDEALIST asset# were laet employed over Indonesia 
- im. toe spring lt§8. Several change# in the ladonealaa dafeste poatare 
have occurred since that time. Frtocipel among which are the addition 
of high-performance fighter aircraft (MIC* 17*, tolG lf*| to toeir inven- 
tory, as well ee the addition of « limited radar tracking capability. 

While neither of these tovelopm eats pose an immediate threat to the 
survivability of either the SAG f-57 11-2* or our own, toeir existence 

•tees provide toe Indonssien# with the capability of making an airborne 
positive identification &i the aircraft fey type, la addition to a poe stole 
radar track, there U afttoowaG- ! or A larfesrae- Intercept capability 

j 
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m the bmnAB af the Indonesian® at this momeett although it doe* net 
seem unreasonable to assume that if they planning a major 
military offensive, these critical weapon® and asset* coaid not be 
supplied by the Soviet in short order. 


b. It would seem to me that ia the Immediate period 
aaead extending through 1? Aaguet, the wisest course, in the interest® 
A ••••atlally covert nature of the reconnaiaeance, 

would t.e to stretch oar capability and accomplish the assignment 
with the understanding at this time that plans should be developed 
now to provide for the following contingent course of action: That 

?l*Tr h Jt m * “ th * ^* ratioaaI requirement exceeded the available 
b ■ • ,Al.»T assets ia place in the Philippines, additional support ia 

terms o£ aircraft, and related materiel be provided : & v 

to C4 A With operational control remaining in a»r hands. 

.. _ , 7 * , , n the haa ' ! if military and politics! developments 

m fedoneei* vfo.a-vi* West Irian break wide open and involve direct 

ohtary ag ** f|,q on ft* ft of Indnnegi?| v«r*a* Holland, 

Jaiad the requirement «or recon 


i __ r'* v «■«* tsr r«c< 

n "**“ c *“ V“ a * d <«•••• ay ®v«r to the Air F*,e, tor lh«ra to ,«». 
charge with whatove, , h , y d,«n ucnu. an- operetta, 

r * I * *~ UmW * “> »«« prorito,!. to to. iim ot 

hostilities. 
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Acting Pefnity 131 rector 
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